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Newsletter
Class of 1953 holds Annual Class
Picnic at the Elks Pavilion in
Newburyport during Yankee
Homecoming week

Picnic Highlights - July 30, 2014
Thirty-eight classmates, spouses, guests
and friends, all from the New England
area and beyond, attended the event.
A profitable raffle was conducted by Ben
Plouff and Arthur Smith, which raised
one hundred and fifty dollars for the
class treasury. Items were donated by
local businesses and committee
members.
The class of ’53 donated $1000.00 to the
High School Library in honory of
Virgina Bilmazes Bernard. This marks
our 13th year of giving to this worthy
cause, and brings our total of money and
gifts to the NHS Library to over
$22,000.

Annual Class Picnic
This past year’s class picnic was held for the first time at the Newburyport

Elks Pavilion on Low Street. The move away from Moseley Woods
turned out to be a good one all around. The parking and access to the
extra large pavilion, with built in rest rooms, was much more
convenient for our erstwhile contingent. Carl Beal presented Rita
Plouff (wife of Ben) and John Elwell, NEF representative, with a
special certificate making them Honorary Class of 1953 Members.
Both Rita and John have attended many of our get-togethers and
have contributed much to our success. We are planning to hold our
annual summer picnic at the Elks again this summer. The event will
take place on Wednesday, July 29, during Yankee Homecoming
week from 11 AM to 3 PM. Plan to attend if you’re in the area. For
the locals, please save the date. We don’t know how many more
years we’ll be able to have this wonderful get-together with our
classmates.

Bert and I Returned to Entertain
Entertainment was provided once again by that couple of Mainers ,Bert and I
impersonators, who were such a big hit at our 60th reunion. Carl Beal and
John Elwell amused the group with comical down Maine stories, anecdotes,
and tall tales, all with an authentic down east twang . Ben Plouff joined in
the fray with a little wit, and humor of his own spicing up a fun mood.
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Picnic Photos
The Annual Summer Picnic is the time for classmates to continue to
keep in touch.
Now that the class will no longer
hold a formal reunion every five
years, the annual class picnic during
Yankee Homecoming becomes an
important event for our class. This
trend to have a yearly gathering
among classes, replacing a formal
reunion, is catching on with older
alumni. Another shift among some
classes is to combine reunions and
get together with classes, either
behind or ahead of them.
Our class picnic has been a very
popular event over the years. It is

hoped that it will continue to be. It is
great to bring classmates and friends
together each summer to socialize and
reminisce about the good old days,
and update one another on what has
transpired in our lives over the years.

monthly breakfast meeting with
committee members on the first
Monday of each month. The
breakfast meetings are held at
Connie’s Stagecoach in Salisbury
at 9:30 AM. All class members are
welcome to attend.

This past summer, we had two
classmates who traveled a great
distance to visit the area and attended
our picinic, Mary Ann Emerson
Marciniak, from Fort Lauderdale, FL,
and Bernice Cole Barnes from
Cumming, GA. Another opportunity
to get together with classmates is the

The Class Newsletter will
continue to keep class members
abreast of class activities and
events, along with obituaries of
class members. Please send along
any address and E-mail changes to
keep your Newsletter coming.

Update on Save a Seat Program through NEF
This year marks the end of
the NEF Save-a-Seat project
for the Class of ‘53.One of the
most notable achievements of
our class is to have 102 seats
in the newly renovated NHS
Auditorium named for our
classmates and others. A
donation to the library fund
of $100 bought a nameplate

for a seat for the donor. In a few
short years, all donors had met
the criterion for a seat. It was at
this time that some generous
donors wanted to name a seat
for a classmate, friend or
relative who had passed away.
The idea was enthusiastically
embraced by many class
members and within a couple of
years all deceased classmates

were honored with a seat. A
remarkable achievement
indeed! Any class member who
doesn’t have a seat in the
auditorium with the class of 53
can still obtain one through the
NEF. Send a donation of $100
to the NEF, P.O. Box 1002,
Newburyport, MA 01950.
(Add class of ’53 seat program
to the note field of the check.)
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Letter To Classmates
Dear Classmates,
I would like to take this opportunity to make the following announcement regarding our annual class
fundraiser for the NHS library. Your class committee has decided that, as of this year, 2015, we will
no longer hold a fundraiser for the Library. The key factor considered in making this decision was
that the number of donors has dropped significantly over the last three years. Of course, as our class
has aged, some of our donors have passed on, while others are finding it difficult to keep up. A main
reason for our success has been getting class members to buy into the ‘save-a-seat program’ for
themselves and others, which led to having 102 seats named by the class of 1953. Many of these
classmates stopped donating once a seat was obtained, leaving the task of reaching our goal each year
to a small pool of regular donors.
The good news is that what we have achieved over the past ten years has been a remarkable
accomplishment, not only for the library and the students at Newburyport High School, but for our
own class and classmates as well. Our class has set the bar high for other classes and alumni to get
involved, and it’s beginning to happen. Your generosity has helped the class of ’53 “make its mark”
and to “make a difference” at our alma mater. Our class has raised over twenty-two thousand dollars
over the past ten years for the library. Donations that not only led to purchasing books, periodicals
and electronic e-books worth thousands of dollars, but also the purchase of high tech equipment such
as Apple i-pads and a mobile storage unit for storing and charging of the devices. The class was also
responsible for purchasing a large rotating storage carousel for books, audiotapes and software and, of
course, a wall plaque honoring Virginia Bilmazes Bernard. The class of 1953 is the only class in the
history of the school to have had an annual fundraiser and to be as successful as we’ve been. We were
recognized and honored by the NEF in 2011 with the distinguished Ed Award for our contribution to
the public schools of Newburyport. We should all be very proud of what we have accomplished.
Thank you, Class of 1953!!
Although we will no longer be requesting funds for our class, there is still an opportunity for the class
of ’53 to continue supporting the Newburyport Education Foundation. What we started as a class
twelve years ago, paving the way for NHS Alumni to get involved with the NEF to make a difference
and support our alma mater, should be carried on if possible. I would encourage you to do so by
sending an annual contribution to the NEF, PO Box 1002, Newburyport, MA 01950.
Thank you again for all your support over the years. You have been a very generous and special
group of NHS alumni, and I am proud to be your class president. Carl Beal
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Auditorium Seating For NHS Class of 1953 Inductees
102 Seats from 2009 to 2014
Carl Beal
Russell Peirce
Norma Coffin Taylor
Muriel Walters Cummings
Arthur Smith
Nina Meader Rogers
Valerie Miller Faxon
Joanne Girard Baker
Sally Blake Lavery
Mary Ross Wood
Ben Plouff
Carlene York Barnette
Arthur Chaisson
Richard Foley
D
Alston Briggs
D
Emery Todd
Robert Arnold
Edward Pike
D
Barbara Beal Wilmot
D
Judith Sprague Neu
Betty Brunet Carrington
Beverly Jewett Grant
Edward Roaf
Alicia Conley Shea
Gerald Foley
Dan Kneeland
Frank Grundstrom
Audrey Jones Smart
Patricia Sullivan Szymura D
Ann Waiswilos Kennington
Richard Gould
William Marr
David Wood
Jean Manthorn Perkins
Edward Murphy
D
Richard Rogers
Bernice Cole Barnes
Thomas Haley
Jackie Waite Bateman
Irene Chaisson Crisham
Shirley Fowler Dow
Rodney Lewis
D
Elizabeth Merrill Morin D
Martha Edgerly Meader D
Nancy Lancaster Emerson

Jack Harnch
D
Margaret McLeod
D
Cornelia Hawkins Marks D
Thomas Frascone
D
Richard Girard
D
Emmanuel Garand
D
Janet Bichok Short
Mary Reilly Cox
D
Nancy Gould Jaferian
George Cox
D
Raelene Noyes Duggan
Robert Kneeland
D
Virginia Garfi Croteau
D
Earle R. Girroir
D
Alan Fowle
D
Robin Marston
D
Patricia White Mooney
D
Gary Murphy
D
Carole Martin McPherson
Marilyn McElwee Faxon D
Ann Marie Moore
Barbara Curran Braustein
Nathan Diamond
D
Mabel Fowler
D
Marie Blanchard Francoeur D
Fred Hussey
D
Russell Manter
D
Gerald LeBlanc
D
Joann Dow Malone
D
Albert Marshall
D
Gerald Volpone
Richard Barker
Virginia Matt Bakanosky D
Neil Wile
D
Pat Hawkes Marchand
Francis G. Bradbury
D
Marilyn Spurling Beaver
D
Jean Beaulieu Hall
D
Charlotte Bryant Lezott
D
Harriet Houghton Hair
D
Donald Gladu
D
Henry Sharych
D
Herbert Edwards
Norman Fram
D
Raymond Stanwood
D

Seats Named for Others
Roy D. Kneeland - Class of 1954
Philip Blake – Class of 1956
Harold P. Short – Class of 1949
Arthur L.J. Smith – Class of 1929
Ruth M. Mitchell – Class of 1929
Ruth F. Smith – Class of 1950
Margaret Smith – Wife of Arthur Smith
Katherine Jackman Todd – Class of 1930
Susan F. Sayball – Class of 1955
Christine Dahlsen Bolick – HS Librarian
Virginia Bilmazes Bernard –HS Librarian
Walter T. Sheridan – Teacher /Coach
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