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Because of your support, the Newburyport Education Foundation had 
another strong year in 2019. This annual report provides all the details of 
our year and I hope you will give it a read. The NEF’s mission is to bring 
private philanthropy into the public schools of Newburyport and I am 
proud to say that we continue to meet this mission. 

It is my privilege to work with a tremendous Board of Directors and our 
amazing Executive Director Carrie O’Donnell. Because of their leadership 
and hard work, we continue to provide important opportunities to the 
students of Newburyport. I know I speak for all of them when I say 
that we will continue to work hard to advance our mission. If you are 
interested in getting involved, please reach out!

Even with all we have accomplished, we move “Onward and Forward”  
in 2020.  Some of the projects we are working on include:

• Continued strong support of STEM throughout the district. While we 
provide funds to ensure that the STEM labs have all of the tools they 
need, we will continue to also fund STEM-based projects.

• At NHS, the technology club repairs and rebuilds computers. They 
will rebuild 30 computers in the library’s PC Lab with our support.

• We have partnered with Endicott College to pilot an Advanced 
Studies Dual Enrollment program at NHS.

• For the fourth straight year, we will support “Preventing Summer 
Learning Loss” where students throughout the district with need  
will choose and receive 6-8 books in 3 separate mailings over  
the summer.

• We will purchase a new bridge testing machine that will be used 
in middle school and upper elementary Tech Ed classes. Students 
design bridges in CAD, use 3-D printers to construct them, and  
then use the machine to test the structural integrity.

• At the Bresnahan Elementary we will support Junk2Funk, a 
performance-based program that blends science, technology, 
language arts, pop culture, music, performance arts, and 
environmental stewardship.

• Phase 2 of the Robert J. Welch Fitness Center at Newburyport  
High School will complete its renovation, providing students access 
to state-of-the-art strength and conditioning equipment and allowing 
them to build personalized programs fostering confidence and  
self-esteem, ideally setting them up on a path of lifelong fitness.

• We will double our funding for Teacher Grants, allowing our teachers 
access to support their visionary ideas for their classrooms.

Of special note, as I write this in late March in the midst of the  
COVID 19 crisis, is to mention that the NEF has purchased numerous 
Chrome Books over the years and these machines are now being loaned 
to students as we adapt to a virtual learning environment. When the 
NEF funded the Chromebooks to be used throughout the district, I don’t 
think any of us could have imagined just how important these devices 
would become.

It is thanks to all of you that the NEF is able to support 
programs like this. On behalf of Carrie and the Board of 
Directors, I wish to thank all of you for your support and  
wish you the best in all of your endeavors.

Jed Petty 
President of the NEF Board of Directors 
jpetty@newburyportef.org

A Letter from the Foundation President
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Empowering education in our community,
we funded $285,947 in allocations in 2019. 

MOLIN AND NOCK STEM LAB | $31,510 

In 2019, we continued our investment in the 
STEM labs at the Molin and Nock schools to serve 
grades 4-8.  The innovative program meets the 
high demands set forth in the new Massachusetts 
Science & Engineering Technology Standards.  
The lab also provides students who move from 
the Bresnahan to upper elementary and middle 
schools the opportunity to continue leading-
edge STEM learning with 3D printers, LittleBits 
electronic building system with Pixel Press to add 
rigor to the coding experience, replacement of 
Lego Robotics sets, computers that run CREO 
design software, and Makerbot tables. 

NHS STEM UPDATES | $22,183

We continued our investment in STEM at the 
high school with upgrades in the science labs and 
technology/engineering.  We provided students 
with 21st century technology to allow current  
and future ‘cross-curricular’ courses the materials 
and equipment to support expanded curriculum 
like the Engineering in the 21st Century Honors 
course that combines Tech/Engineering  
and Science.  

WELLNESS INITIATIVE | $93,621 & $95,892

Thanks in large part to the generous financial 
support and design direction of Jacalyn Bennett 
and her Newburyport-based Bennett & Company 
Teams, we completed the Jacalyn Stuart Bennett 
Mindfulness & Wellness Space, a state-of-the-
art wellness area for all students and staff at the 
Edward G. Molin Upper Elementary and Rupert 
A. Nock Middle schools.  Believed to be the 
first like it in the state, the new area includes a 
dedicated yoga/mindfulness area, small warm-up 
room, and larger cardio/fitness area.  The space 
enhances learning opportunities and wellness 
practices in physical education, stress reduction 
and self-regulation, with a focus on personalized 
fitness routines, developing a positive body 
image, and mindfulness training promoting 
healthy lifelong choices.  

We started upgrades at Newburyport High 
School to transform the Fitness Room to support 
physical education and Fitness for Life classes, 
software to support individualized fitness 
programs and access to modernized training 
techniques.  This will be the first time the high  

school has new equipment (prior equipment was 
used and donated to the school).  It will instill 
pride and inspire students and student athletes to 
reach new heights.  

VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS | $8,209

We continued to support the yearly festival 
at the downtown waterfront showcasing all 
grade levels in the district as they play music, 
dance and perform dramatic pieces on the 
waterfront.  In addition, artwork is matted and 
hung at the Firehouse Center for the Arts so 
that the community has an understanding and 
appreciation of the talent and hard work of our 
students.  This festival allows families, friends 
and the community to gather and celebrate the 
theater and arts. 

NHS TECHNOLOGY CLUB | $10,000

The Technology Club grows our student 
technology team and funds building computers 
that then go into service in the schools. Having 
students build the computers themselves  
allows them to afford and build a much more 
powerful computer 

Thanks to our generous donors, we funded the following in 2019, allowing students 
in the Newburyport Public School system abundant opportunities to learn and excel. 
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SUMMER READING PROGRAM | $3,253

This project ensures that students in grades K-8 
have the opportunity to maintain the literacy 
strides made during each school year.  The 
program not only prevents ‘summer slide’ of 
literacy, it generates student excitement and 
interest in reading.

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS FOR APPLIED 
LEARNING | $21,279

Through the Business Coalition, 16 Partnership 
Grants connected teachers with business partners 
who then worked together to create meaningful 
educational experiences that allowed students to 
see how their skills apply to the world of work.  
In 2019, grants included the art, music, poetry, 
outdoor activities, biodiversity, Sailbot, fitness, 
and mindfulness/yoga. 

Visit our website at www.newburyportef.org for more information 
on past projects, including the NHS School Store, Technology 
Improvements, Bresnahan Strem STEM Lab, NHS Auditorium 
Renovation, IFS Library & Media Center, Nock Seismograph Activity, 
and Literacy projects.  

You made this possible!
Thank You! 



16 Years of Giving 
Newburyport Education 
Foundation 2004-2019 
Over the past 16 years, your generous 
support has allowed the  
NEF to donate $3,945,131  
to the Newburyport Public Schools.
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Lab, Music Lab, Virtual HS, 
Wireless Tech, & More
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JAY IANINNI, Excellence in Education “Ed” Award

The Excellence in Education “Ed” Award is given to an individual in the community who leadership, acts, and 
support have raised the level of excellence in the Newburyport Public Schools.

Jay Iannini’s name has rightfully become synonymous with the NEF as he has been involved with the organization 
since 2008 in almost every capacity from volunteer to board member to president and auctioneer extraordinaire.

The NEF has thrived under his leadership and his ability to recruit countless talented and amazing people to volunteer 
for the organization. Jay’s involvement, vision and dedication are responsible for bringing hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to the Newburyport public school system as he was a key player in bringing the Lighthouse Auction, Monte 
Carlo Night, The Music and Harvest Festival, and NEF Golf Open to fruition.

Jay is someone who is willing to roll up his sleeves and do the heavy lifting whenever needed, especially when it 
comes to improving education for kids in our community. In addition to his involvement with the NEF, he was a vital 
leader in the successful Port Pride campaign and also filled a temporary seat on the School Committee when needed.  

SUE-ELLEN LAMB, Cindy Johnson Volunteer Award

The Cindy Johnson Volunteer Award is presented to an individual for his/her many devoted hours volunteer 
hours to support the Newburyport Education Foundation.

Sue-Ellen has volunteered in many different roles within the Newburyport Education Foundation. She was an active 
board member who developed our existing website and spent countless hours keeping the website updated with 
events, news and new graphics.

Sue-Ellen has been an irreplaceable part of our Lighthouse Auction team, running the critical check-in/check-out 
function. The work that Sue-Ellen does for the auction receives no fanfare and is for the most part behind the 
scenes. She is regarded as a quiet, collaborative workhorse whose work is responsible for the success of our biggest 
fundraiser of the year

NEW ENGLAND DEVELOPMENT, Business Partner Award

The Business Partner Award is presented to a company that has made particularly noteworthy contributions to 
the NEF and the Newburyport Public Schools.

New England Development has been a generous and constant partner with the NEF. They are always among the first 
to offer support as a sponsor for our marquee events, but have also generously provided the “extras” for our events 
that generally were not in our budgets, including venue space for the NEF Awards Night, signing up foursomes to 
play golf in the NEF Open, and even supplying all of the food for the NEF Lighthouse Auction.

Their involvement with our American Music and Harvest Festival, NEF Awards Night, NEF Golf Open, Poker/Monte 
Carlo Night and our Lighthouse Auction has been crucial to the success of these events and has been critical in our 
ability to fund countless projects within the Newburyport Public Schools.

2019 NEF Award Honorees
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Frances T. 
Bresnahan 
Elementary School

Mary Ahern

Renee Ames

Laurie Barrows

Kellie Beeler

Stacey Boucher

Sharon Bresnahan

Janis Cahill

Kristen Callahan

Karin Caves

Becky Chapman

Julie Clemente

Kristina Davis

Trish Dolan

Kim Dow

Melissa Dugie

Tanasi Fahey

Jenna Fraher

John Gangemi

Bernadette Girasek

Susan Harrington

Sherry Herzig

Kelli Higgins

Kerrie LaBroad

Samantha Maguire

Julie Malchow

Michael Nazzaro

Kaitlyn Nickerson

Nonie Olson

Robin O’Malley

Joan Sheehan

Lindsey Strople

Matt Valli

Susan Westgate

Colleen Wile

Eileen Whitney

Edward G. Molin 
Upper Elementary 
School 

Stefanie Dandurant

Annmarie Day

Kristen Daigle

Katy Decoste

Tara Ellis

Anne Enaire

Allyson Kusser

Ann Langlois

Patricia Levitt

Kathleen Petrie

Eileen Peyton

Diane Quigley

Erin Rich

Tara Rossi

Martha Trail

Maraget Tsu

Kathleen Volpone

Rupert A. Nock 
Middle School

Lisa Alexander

Mary Kate Allan

Eriko Antos

Kyle Beadreau

Tamba Bissell

Shauna Cardone

Elizabeth Carroll

Michelle Clark

Jessica Delacey

Beth Dollas

Aishling Falzone

Jill Federico

Elizabeth Habib

Kyle Hildebrand

Myles Johnston

Jan Krusemark

Nancy Leahy

Bridget LeSage

Karri Madonna

Tim Mahan

Matthew Moscadini

Julie Murray

Brian Nickerson

Sue O’Neil

Christen Page

Christopher Peura

John Reynolds

Matthew Roper

Meredith Sanborn

Eric Schildge

Jamie Sokolowski

Matthew Sorter

Christina Swain

John Webber

6th Grade Gold

8th Grade Crimson

8th grade Gold

Newburyport High 
School

Michelle Addario

Tina Cochran

Ken Cole

Colleen Fallon

Melissa Farmer

Tracey Glynn

Paul Goldner

Amy Haas

Erin Hobbs

Nadine Holohan

Wendy Lavigne

Mark Littlefield

Catherine Taggert

Andrew Wulf

 

TEACHER TRIBUTES

NEIGHBOR TRIBUTES NEED LIST

Blackmore-Jalajas Family

Getz Family

Greenblott Family

Hertz/Steelman Family

Leen/Piacquad Family

Lucey Family

Petty Family

O’Malley Family

Sceery Family

Walentuk Family

Webster Family
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Community engagement is the key to the NEF’s 
ability to support our schools — and our students.

Thank you to our generous donors.
GOLD 
over $10,000
Bennett & Company

Bradford and Bigelow Inc

Institution for Savings Charitable 
Foundation

NAID Foundation

Newburyport Five Cents Savings 
Charitable Foundation Inc.

Small Charitable Foundation

SILVER  
$5,000 to $9,999
Engel and Vokers By the Sea

M.K. Benatti Jewelers

The Baumfeld and Schow Family

The Healey Family

CRIMSON 
$1,000 to $4,999 
Peter Acton

Anchor Realty Group

Angela Anderegg

Appleton Eye Associates

Applied Materials Foundation

Barb Bailey

Melanie Beaulier

Robert Bentley

Deirdre Boelke

Preston Carey

Colden & Seymour Ear Nose 
Throat

Delta Air Lines Foundation

The Elias Family

Kim Emmons

Christine Fichera

Fidelity Investments

Sean Forestell

Vincent Forzese

Kevin Gilmartin

Cynthia D. Gompers

Christine Goulet

The Gray Family

Wendy Gus

Philip Heffernan

Cindy and Stuart Johnson

Christine Keller

Byron Lane

Matthew and Lisa Langis

The Lonborg-Lewis Family

The Maines Family

Christopher Masiello

Andrea Varano and Matt 
McCann 

James and Tracey McCarthy

John and Ellen Metsker

Solen Moriarty

The Morris Family

Nicole Nadeau and Mike 
Guldenstern

The Neff and Lustgarten Family

John and Jane Nickodemus

The O’Connor Family

Teresa Pastore

The Petty Family

Kallie Rossi

The Shay Family

Spalding and Fountain Family

The Thurston Family

The Turgeon Family

Kim Turner

Keith and Stephanie Walsh

Lisa Ware

The Weetman Family

CLIPPERS 
Up to $999 
The Acquaviva Family

Judith Aleck

Amy Amato

Kelly Andrew

Megan Arel

Craig Armstrong

The Ashe Family

Meg and Victor Atkins

Doug Baker

Elizabeth and Jason Baker

Mary Barnhart

Sarah Barrett

Elizabeth Barry

Mary Bartkiewicz

Anna Bates

Justine Bavaro

The Beal Family

The Beluk Family

Ellen Benson

Jenna Bigornia

The Bik Family

The Jalajas Family

Robert Blount

Todd and Layla Baltich

Patricia Boateng

The Bonacorsi Family

Nora Boretti

Morgan Boselli

Bottomline Technologies Inc.

The Bovee Family

The Boys Family

Charlie and Molly Brennan

Heather Brooks

William Brown

Jamee Buchmayr

Elise Buckley

Erin and Brian Callahan

Barre Carbone

Deborah Casson

Chuck and Savannah Caughey

The Chabot Family
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Donors continued....
The Chandler Family

Kathleen Chase

The Chase Family

Marybeth Cheever

The Chorebanian Family

Karen Clagett

Elizabeth Clary

Christin Cleaver

Sam Clevesy

Blair Cochran

The Coffin Family

The Coir Family

Elease and Brian Colcord

Heather Colella

The Collier Family

Stephanie Conover

Cynthia Cooper

The Costello Family

Tasha Cough

Brian Cowan

Christine Craig

Robert E. Crellin

Taiana Curtis

Lieza Dagher

Carol and Pete Daigle

Martin Daignault

Darling Merrill

The Davis Family

Nicolas B. deKanter

Joan Delahanty

The Deorocki Family

Robert Depasqua

Kristen Dermody

Robert DeSimone

Tina DeVivo

The Devlin Family

Committee to Elect Diana 
Dizoglio

Roxanne Doherty

Joseph E Donahue

The Doucette Family

Lisa Dowell

Gregory Dower

Caitlin Dowling

Greg Downer

Karen Downey

Cynthia Doyle

Peter Doyle

Karen Dunnett

Treon Dupuis

The Eaton Family

Chris Edmonds

The Edson Family

Susan Edwards

The Egan Family

Beatrice Eigerman

The Eigerman Family

Alberta Ellis

John Elwell

The Enes Family

Roxanne Etmekjian

Lian Fadil

Robin Farnell

Kristen Farrell

The Fehlner Family

Ray Felts

Erin Fenn

Joanna Fernandes

Eric Fisher

Kim Foland

Lindsay Forrest

Rachel Forrest-Hay

Giovanna Foster

Charles Fox

The Freschi Family

Figtree Kitchen Bakery

Timothy Froggatt

Sandra Gallagher

Sean Gallagher

The Gangemi Family

Patricia Garcia

Marianne Gasbarro

Allan Gates

Brian Gemme

Christina Gentile

The Georgopoulos Family

Ulrika Gerth

Sarah Gibby

Shawn Giles

Francesca Gilkey

The Godtfredsen Family

Michele Gormley

Richard Goulet

Aileen Graf

Annelise Grant

Joseph Gray

Elise Green

Gigi Green

Heather Gretz

The Gross Family

Nicholas Guarriello

The Guillou Family

Nancy Harrington

Lindsey Haseltine

The Hazo Family

Children’s Health Care

Amy Heath

Julie Hebeisen

Ulrika Gerth

David Hochheiser

Kyle Hodsdon

The Hogan Family

Donna Holaday

Karen Horan

Tom Howard

Anita Huot

Douglas Hynes

Ben Iacono

The Iannini and Brodish Family

The Ikemoto Family

Tim Island

Kristina Johnson

Jennifer Juste

Arik and Kristin Keller

Sharon Kennedy

Roger Kenney

Andrew Kerr

The Khan and Ibrahim Family

Dianna Kinosian

The Kinsey Family

Elizabeth Kinzly

Amber Klein

Ronald Klodenski

James Knowlton

Hayley Knutsen

Margot and Darby Kopp

Joel Kuszmaul

Sue-Ellen Lamb

Colleen Lawton

Sarah Leadbeater

Leary’s Fine Wines & Spirits

Chris Lee

Martha Leen

Christy LeMire

Paul Lesage
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Donors continued....
Michael Levans

Susan Levy

Russell Liddle

Kim Lieberman

Anne Lines

The Litle Family

The Little Family

The Loomes Family

Lucas and Sava Family

Eilleen Lucey

James Luck

The Luekens Family

The Lugdon Family

Frank Luistro

Rachael Lydon

Greg and Mariana Lynch

Kerrie Macdonald

Stacey Macmillan

Aileen Maconi

Susan MacPhee

Anne Magauran

The Mahon Family

Lauren Mahoney

Angela Marks

The Marroncelli Family

Lisa Martino

Heather Martyn

The Mascott Family

The Masiello Family

Lisa Matas

Victoria Mateo Lincoln

Steve Mattheos

Tamra Mayo

Cindy Mazzaglia

Jason McCarty

Shaunna McCue

Charmaine and Matt 
McDermott

Colleen and Brian McElhinney

Lynne McGreevy

Mary McHugh

The McKeown Family

Dale McMahon

Sheila Finnegan McVay

Kellie Melander

The Menin Family

Anne Miles

Robert and Anne Miller

Nikki Misenheimer

Jen Misner

Meg and Brian Moore

Rosalie Morello-Whitty

John and Michelle Morris

Gretchen Mullin

Joseph Murphy

Erin Murray

The Myhre Family

Kelly Neelon

Brooks Nelson

Newburyport Brewing 
Company

Marci Neville

Carol Novak

Mark O’Brien

Robin O’Connell

Meredith O’Donnell

The O’Donnell Household

Susan OFlaherty

The Oreal family

The Christie and Padden 
Family

Hongzhu Pan

The Leydon and Pare Family

Michael Parent

Gregory Park

Melissa Parr

Kim Patrick

Kathleen Petrie

The Pilz Family

Amy Pironti

Katie Ponting

Elizabeth Bilek Portalla

Debbie Pourati

The Price Family

John Raleigh

The Rathbone Family

Cathy Riccio

Mark Richey Woodworking
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Donors continued....
Rhumb Line Yacht Sales

Dana Rimer

The Rodriguez Family

Matthew Roebuck

The Roelofs Family

Jaime Roosevelt

Larry Rossi

Barrett Ryan

Michelle Rybicki

Tom Salemi

The Salka Family

Pam San Antonio

Kristin Selvitella

The Seymour Family

Drew Shapiro

Allison Sherman

James Shirley

Tatum Shirley

Signature Consultants

Daniel Simon

The Sirota Family

The Skiba Family

Barbara Spalding

Sheila Spalding

David St. Cyr

The Stehlin Family

Strem Chemicals, Inc.

Colleen Suchecki

Kate and Bryan Suchecki

Brianna Sullivan

Jennifer Sullivan

Maureen and Stephen Sullivan

Wendy Tabor and Matt Kane

Jeff Tahnk

Sarah Todd

Spela Trefalt

The Tsiantis and Connor Family

The Loughran and Turcot Family

The Turner Family

Renate Uhlig

The Utterback Family

Meghan and Derek Van Vliet

Kathleen Vetter

The Vincent Family

Bruce Vogel

Elizabeth L Walsh

The Waters Family

Katrina Zorka Weigold

Lisa Wetenkamp

Niki and Ryan Whelan

Tricia Whitcomb

Leanne Joyce White

Meg White

Madeleine Whitten

Stephanie Williams

Caryn Wilson

Craig Wilson

Dacey Wilson

Moray Wilson

Jeffrey Winters

R Blake Witherington

The Woods Family

Andrew Wulf

The Yalla Family

Melinda Yung

Julie Zaleski

We have tried to list every donor in the way they would like to be listed. We apologize for any errors or omissions. 
Please notify us at info@newburyportnef.org if we need to correct our records. Thank you.
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Unaudited Financials for the year 2019
    

REVENUE AND PUBLIC SUPPORT

Major Gifts $ 96,000 

Lighthouse Auction $ 138,716   

2019 Campaign $ 9,256

Ask Event $ 25,151

NEF Open Golf Tournament $ 48,623

Teacher Tributes $ 2.075

Generate For Schools $ 1,799

Musicfest $ 4,420

Annual Appeal $ 22,650

Plank-A-Thon $ 33,149

Investment Income and Unrealized Gain $ 108,191

TOTAL REVENUE AND PUBLIC SUPPORT $ 490,030

EXPENSES

Program Services / Allocations $ 285,947

Administration $ 72,930

Fundraising $ 38,494

Investment Income and Unrealized Loss (Net) $ 29,037

TOTAL EXPENSES $ 397,371

NET ASSETS

Unrestricted Net Assets $ 304,585

Unrestricted Quasi Endowment $ 635,665

Restricted Net Assets $ 16,264     

NET ASSETS as of 12/31/18 $ 956,514

Looking ahead 
to 2020, we have 
more work 
to do in order 
to ensure that 
Newburyport 
offers top-in-class 
public education.
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Upcoming Events 
Support our schools! 
SEPTEMBER 29, 2020
New Open Golf Tournament

Wentworth By the Sea Country Club

JUNE 16, 2020
NEF Awards Evening

Steeple Hall at Mission Oak

NOVEMBER 7, 2020
Lighthouse Auction

Nicholson Hall
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Lighthouse Auction $ 138,716   

2019 Campaign $ 9,256

Ask Event $ 25,151

NEF Open Golf Tournament $ 48,623

Teacher Tributes $ 2.075

Generate For Schools $ 1,799

Musicfest $ 4,420

Annual Appeal $ 22,650

Plank-A-Thon $ 33,149

Investment Income and Unrealized Gain $ 108,191

TOTAL REVENUE AND PUBLIC SUPPORT $ 490,030

EXPENSES

Program Services / Allocations $ 285,947

Administration $ 72,930

Fundraising $ 38,494

Investment Income and Unrealized Loss (Net) $ 29,037

TOTAL EXPENSES $ 397,371
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Unrestricted Net Assets $ 304,585
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Restricted Net Assets $ 16,264     

NET ASSETS as of 12/31/18 $ 956,514



CONTACT THE NEF

info@newburyportef.org

978.463.7893

Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 1002

Newburyport, MA

01950

The Newburyport Education Foundation is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization (EIN 04-3583906) 
and donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.

Design donated by Alicia Ozyjowski  /  www.behance.net/aliciaozyjowski


